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Abstract. The article considers state ideology as a unique spiritual product
created by a nation in the process of its formation and development. It is
concluded that the state ideology is the quintessence of ideas, values, and
priorities of a particular national community and, therefore, cannot be fully
extrapolated to other nations due to mental, spiritual and historical
peculiarities. It is stated that the state ideology, having a relatively static
value framework, should, at the same time, be flexible and pluralistic in relation
to the challenges of today.
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Despite the negative attitude in the national public
consciousness toward the concept of "ideology", which is a
consequence of the totalitarian past, we propose to reflect
on the modernisation of this concept. In the struggle for
independent existence, the Ukrainian people must rely on a
system of values of national and state character, creating a
reliable ideological wall against the enemy's information and
psychological attacks. In our understanding, statehood
ideology 1is not a classical political ideology such as
liberalism, conservatism or nationalism. It 1is a unique
spiritual product created by a nation in the process of its
formation and development.

State ideology is the quintessence of ideas, values, and
priorities for the development of a particular national
community and, therefore, cannot be fully extrapolated to
other nations due to mental, spiritual, and historical
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peculiarities. The state ideology, having a relatively static
value framework, is at the same time flexible and pluralistic
in relation to the challenges of the present. The state
ideology is the ideological, value, political and legal basis
for the development of the country. It is designed to combine
the process of active state and national development in a
single systemic model, where the state plays a leading
responsible role, while civil society institutions are active
co-creators of the national project.

It is worth noting that the need to introduce a state
ideology in Ukraine has been discussed since the declaration
of independence in 1991. Thus, from the point of view of
Y. Holovakha and V. Pukhlyak, "a normal state cannot exist
without an ideology and ideological institutions whose
purpose 1is to reproduce this ideology in the mass and
individual consciousness. For a modern society, the only
ideology capable of ensuring the stability of the state and
a sufficient level of material and spiritual 1life is a
democratic system of values based on political pluralism,
free market economy and equality of citizens before the law"
[1, p. 26-29].

According to O. Diedush, the functioning of a certain
structure of ideologemes is vital for maintaining a sense of
patriotism among citizens, countering information attacks by
neighbouring states, and providing moral support to
statesmen. This collective "function" of ideology, often
referred to in Western social science as civic nationalism,
correlates with another important marker of human personality
— national (ethnic) identity. The harmonious development of
the Ukrainian state is impossible without its citizens
professing a clear and modern ideology of state-building,
which is better known as the "national idea" [2, p. 140].

Opponents of the creation of a state ideology argue that
a number of principles, values and norms for the development
of Ukraine are presented in the 1996 Constitution, but in our
opinion, they need to be specified and developed within the
framework of scientific, political and legal doctrines of the
Ukraine-centric direction. Also, when developing the state
ideology, it 1s worth remembering Article 15 of the
Constitution of Ukraine, which states: "Social life in Ukraine
is based on the principles of political, economic and
ideological diversity. No ideology may be recognised by the
state as mandatory" [3, p. 7]. In this sense, the opinion of
M. Mykhalchenko, who substantiated the idea that there may be
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several state ideologies that compete for ways to effectively
achieve the goals of the state, is correct [4, p. 21].

From our perspective, state ideology cannot be
"privatised" by a single political force; it is a guideline
for all actors in the political space and is developed in
consensual practices of interaction between the government
and civil society.

According to O. Makarenko, 1in a democratic state, the
state ideology is rather a "framework ideology". As a result
of the election wvictory of a political force, there is a
certain shift 1in wvalue priorities within the framework
ideology. And most importantly, the existence of the state
ideology does not make it mandatory for society, since it
concerns only one plane of social life - the state one [5,
p. 272].

Instead, J. Habermas proceeded from the understanding of
ideology as a certain mental product of society, which is a
condition of communication that is closely related to the
system of social relations of people. By "system of mentality
(mental product)", the scientist means norms and rules of
behaviour of citizens, delicate taste and tact of
communication, language, manners, various distinctive
features of group and social affiliation, spiritual wvalues,
expectations, and Dbeliefs. This system 1is a structural
component of ideology, which establishes a certain
communicative discourse in society, within which theoretical
and practical issues are thematised and problematised, and
certain provisions of state policy are accepted or rejected
on the basis of the main arguments. Therefore, ideology as a
certain communicative tool for implementing state policy
provides a kind of legitimation of norms, knowledge, and
values, 1i.e. wvarious kinds of universals that should be
considered in the activities of the institutions of democracy,
transparency and openness, on which the development of an
open society should be based. On this basis, the scientist
saw the strategic purpose of ideology as a communicative tool
for the implementation of state policy in strengthening the
trust of citizens in the state as an institution for the
realisation of their interests [6, p. 122].

In general, state ideology has a two-level structure. One
of the basic principles of the first level 1is to provide
legitimation to the state as a social institution. Only a
society that has an ideological core that is clear to every
citizen can develop dynamically. The basic principles of the
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second level are the need to establish a political nation,
civil society, and democratisation of social relations. This
necessity 1s determined Dby the objective laws of social
development, which show that countries that have followed
this path have achieved the greatest success. The
establishment of such foundations guarantees social harmony
and peace [7, p. 66].

In our understanding, to specify the concept of "state
ideology", it is essential to consider the value aspect. Value
orientations are the most important component of the mass
consciousness that determines the reaction of people to the
phenomena of reality and the direction of their behaviour. In
modern conditions, their role as motivators of social
communities is increasing. All groups of wvalues (political,
legal, economic, spiritual) which should ensure the security
of an individual, society, state, region, and humanity are
gaining in importance. Among the above-mentioned wvalues,
political values play a leading role in the creation of the
state ideology.

V. Andrushchenko defines political values as politically
significant phenomena, processes, foundations, aspects of
political life, and phenomena of political consciousness. He
considers such values to be democracy, humanism, solidarity,
sovereignty, freedom, equality, Jjustice, dignity, etc. [7,
p. 67]. These are the values of a democratic society, which
are a prerequisite for the sustainability of a political
regime and the relative stability of the government. According
to M. Holovatyi, ©political wvalues reflect the highest
principles that ensure harmony in society or in individual
social groups regarding the main directions of problem-
solving, belief in the desired and best type of political
system, the political goal, means of achieving it and ideas
about them [8, p. 221].

So, there is a state ideology:

1) a driving force of social development - this is its
key applied aspect;

2) it affects the legitimation of power, i.e. the ability
of a certain regime to achieve public recognition and
justification of the chosen political course, political
decision-making by this regime, personnel or functional
changes in the structures of power;

3) ideology becomes a guideline and a system of
coordinates for a person and social groups 1in general,
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providing a sense of unity 1in the interests of Jjoint
work [7, p. 68].

It is quite obvious that the development of the Ukrainian
state requires a worldview and ideological project that 1is
the basis for developing a strategy for national state-
building. The basis of such a project is the national idea.
Today, the main problem for the national scientific community
and Ukrainian politicians is not only the formulation of the
content of the national idea but also its implementation in
the process of state-building. As noted by domestic scholars,
it is the national idea that should become the value core of
the unification of the Ukrainian people as the ideological
quintessence of state and spiritual guidelines [9, p. 362].
According to many researchers, the national idea as a
spiritual, socio-cultural and political phenomenon can become
the factor by which and on the basis of which an effective
model of state-building adequate to the requirements of the
twenty-first century will finally be invented.

I. Kuras believed that the maturation and formulation of
the national idea is the first step in the formation of the
nation, and the acquisition of political and state
independence is the last step of the nation as a natural and
social phenomenon [10, p. 125]. According to S. Teleshun, the
development and implementation of the national idea is one of
the components of the development of the Ukrainian state at
the present stage, a means that can help Ukraine to get out
of the state of permanent instability... [11l, p. 76].

It can be stated that the national idea is a reflection
of the level of self-awareness of the nation as a unique
subject of history, which asserts the right to exist in
geopolitical space and time. In turn, state ideology 1is a
detailed representation of the national idea in the political,
legal, spiritual, economic, and geostrategic dimensions.

Thus, the state ideology in the context of the Russian-
Ukrainian war should strengthen the consolidation of the
nation both in armed confrontation and in spiritual
resistance. Ukrainian state-building is being tested in all
dimensions, including the worldview and value dimensions. In
our opinion, state ideology should not be reduced to political
values alone but should be a communicative and axiological
basis for the development of the nation, first and foremost,
as a spiritual community.
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