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Abstract. This article examines the function of national parks in the improvement
of ecological tourism in Azerbaijan, highlighting their contribution to biological
diversity conservation, sustainable tourism develop, and regional socio-economic
development. The science focuses on key protected region such as Shirvan National
Park, Ilisu National Park, and Goygol National Park, explore their ecological,
finance, and educational roles within the framework of sustainable improvement.
It emphasizes how national parks construct opportunities for eco-friendly tourism
operations, including wildlife surveillance, hiking, environmentally oriented
education, and cultural heritage exploration, while ensuring the protection of
fragile ecosystems.
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National parks are zones with unique ecological,
historical, wvisual, and other importance, designated for the
preservation of natural resources and used for academic,
scientific, traditional, and other goals. They hold the
position of a nature protection and academic institution or
organization. In the Republic of Azerbaijan, national parks
were established to preserve the environment, ©protect
biodiversity, and transfer natural capabilities to future
generations.

The essential purpose of creating national parks is to
preserve rare and endangered habitats, maintain ecological
stability, and minimize the unbeneficial impact of human
actions on nature. Simultaneously, national parks serve as an
vital means for conducting academic research, developing
ecological awareness, and fostering a beneficial attitude of
the population towards environment.

At the same time, national parks supply favorable
conditions for the improvement of ecotourism. Clean weather,
nature of beauty, spesific landscapes, and rare wildlife make
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these zones attractive for both local and abroad tourists.
National ©parks are also locations where cultural and
historical legacy is protected, people relax, and connect
straight with nature.

Thus, Azerbaijan’s ecological parks are irreplaceable
zones that serve both the role of nature sustainability and
strengthening society's connection with ecosystem.

Shirvan National Park - The essential purpose of
establishing the National Park is to protect the key elements
of the semi-desert landscape, preserve gazelles listed in
Azerbaijan’s endangered species list, and conserve the
characteristic fauna of the zone, implement bioecological
monitoring, educate the public, and supply conditions for
tourism. The diversity of relief, flora, and ground cover in
the park allows for the determination of several natural
landscape =zones. The vital part of the area consists of
medicinal plant, saline semi-desert low hills, and saline
semi-desert plains.

The rich biological diversity of Shirvan National Park
directly demonstrates the essential function of national
parks in the improvement of ecological tourism in Azerbaijan.
The presence of 17 reptile types, including the unique
Mediterranean (land) tortoise registered in the IUCN Red List
and Azerbaijan’s Red Book, emphasizes the protection value of
the park and increases its appeal for scientific tourism,
wildlife monitoring, and environmental education. Types such
as the Southern Caucasus viper further highlights the
ecological wuniqueness of the preserved area, attracting
explorers and specialized ecological tour groups interested
in herpetofauna diversity.

The protect of globally and locally threatened types in
Shirvan National ©Park further highlights its critical
function in Azerbaijan’s ecological tourism improvement. With
34 bird types classified as at critic, including those listed
in Azerbaijan’s Red Book, the IUCN Red List, or both, the
park offers spesific opportunities for ecological tourists,
ornithologists, and wildlife enthusiasts to monitoring unique
and endangered types in their habitats. Terrestrial mammals
such as the gazelle, safsar, and desert cat, along with the
Caspian seal, which are legally preserved and recognized in
the IUCN Red List, further improve the park’s ecological
significance. In addition, all bat types in the park benefit
from preservation under the EUROBATS contract, demonstrating
a comprehensive preservation framework that supports durable
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tourism. By protecting these vulnerable types and their
habitats, Shirvan National Park not only protects
biodiversity but also supplies a foundation for eco-friendly
tourism activity, environmental education, and the support of
Azerbaijan as a destination for ecological experiences.

Shirvan National Park provides as a prime example of how
national parks can drive the improvement of ecological tourism
in Azerbaijan by combining biological diversity conservation
with durable tourism opportunities. The park’s unique flora
and fauna, including endangered types such as gazelles,
safsar, desert cats, and many migratory birds, create a
special ecological attraction that draws environment
enthusiasts, photographers, scientists, and ecotourism
lovers. Monitoring gazelles 1in their natural semi-desert
habitat is a unique experience that showcases the park’s
commitment to protecting wildlife while serve responsible
tourism.

The park’s plains, lakes, and wetland zones supply ideal
settings for birdwatching, particularly in the winter season
when huge gatherings of flamingos, ducks, and other migratory
waterfowl occur. These natural phenomena not only attract
tourists but also provide educational and scientific
purposes, allowing visitors to research about types
conservation, habitat preserve, and the ecological
significance of Azerbaijan’s semi-arid natures. Designed
monitoring points, walking trails, and guided tours enhance
that tourists can engage with nature without anxious fragile
ecosystems, reflecting the park’s function in environmental
education and durable tourism management.

Goygol National Park exemplifies how national parks in
Azerbaijan support to ecotourism improvement by combining
biological diversity conservation with durable tourism
possibilities. Established to preserve water resources and
protect the typical nature of the Lesser Caucasus, the park’s
diverse zone, river valleys, and wealth ecosystems attract
nature lovers, scientists, and ecotourists. Its animal
habitat, including endangered types such as the East Caucasian
tur, Transcaucasian brown bear, and preserved trout,
alongside many wild mammals and birds, supplies opportunities
for wildlife monitoring, birdwatching, and societal
education. The park’s extensive flora cover, comprising
mountain forests, alpine meadows, and diverse shrub and
herbaceous grows, supports eco-friendly hiking, photo
safaris, and educational tours. Goygol National Park is
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counted among Azerbaijan’s best-known and Dbeloved nature
tourism destinations. With its fine and special nature, wealth
flora and fauna, and enchanting lakes, this park is an fine
place for ecotourism, recreation, and educational tours.

One of the park’s essential attractions, Goygol Lake,
offers a special landscape with its pristine environment,
crystal-clear waters, and circle forests. This lake attracts
not only enthusiasts but also visitors interested in
photography, videography, trekking, and meditation. Alongside
Goygol, Maral and Zali lakes, mountain rivers, and valleys
complement the park’s enchanting scenery.

As the =zone encompasses different mountain ecosystems—
mountain forests, subalpine, and alpine meadows—tourists can
enjoy diversity tourism experiences depending on the season.
In spring, scarlet tulip yields and flowered meadows; 1in
summer, forest walks and cool air; and in autumn, colorful
foliage and romantic nature attract wvisitors.

The park’s animal habitats is also of huge interest to
visitors. Unigque and preserved animals such as the Caucasian
red deer, East Caucasian tur, Transcaucasian brown bear, lynx,
and wildcat can be encountered here. For birdwatchers, the
Caspian snowcock, black wvulture, partridge, and other birds
supply exceptional monitoring opportunities.

Goygol National Park plays a essential role in promoting
ecological tourism in Azerbaijan by providing as a hub for
environment education, ecological awareness programs, and
youth camps. Its different mountainous terrain, varied
climate, and wealth biological diversity make the park an
ideal site for ecological explore, scientific excursions, and
educational tours, supply both learning opportunities and
immersive experiences for tourists. Well-improved recreation
zones, marked routes, providing services, and tourism
structure along access roads improve the park’s accessibility
and comfort, allowing thousands of eco-visitors to explore
its landscapes safely and responsibly throughout the year. By
combining protection, education, and durable tourism, Goygol
National Park not only fosters appreciation for ecology among
tourists but also showcases Azerbaijan’s special ecological
and tourism potential on the global stage, emphasizing how
national parks can drive durable areas improvement and provide
the growth of the country’s ecotourism sector.

Ilisu National Park - Ilisu National Park, situated in
the northwestern part of Azerbaijan on the southern slopes of
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the Greater Caucasus Mountains, 1is a protected area of
significant natural importance. The park was established to
enhance the protection of the area’s mountain-forest
ecological systems, alpine and subalpine meadows, and unique
flora and fauna types. It also provides as a center for
scientific research, ecological observation, and the
improvement of durable tourism opportunities.

Ilisu National Park, with an elevation range from 550 to
2,500 meters above sea stage, represents one of the most
ecologically different preserved =zonas contributing to the
improvement of ecotourism 1in Azerbaijan. The significant
altitude diversity creates a wide spectrum of natures,
including foothill meadows, river valleys, dense mountain
forests, rocky terrains, and alpine and subalpine meadows.
This areas diversity developments the park’s ecological value
and increases its attractiveness for eco-tourism activities
such as hiking, nature photography, and educationals
excursions.

The park’s wealth flora cover, including Oriental beech,
Oriental oak, Caucasian hornbeam, Litvinov birch, and special
orchid types listed in Azerbaijan’s Red Book, enhance 1its
vital for botanical tourism and nature education. In addition,
the diverse animals—such as brown bear, grey wolf, Eurasian
lynx, East Caucasian tur, and Caucasian red deer—along with
rare bird types like the golden eagle and bearded wvulture,
creates favorable conditions for wildlife monitoring and
birdwatching tourism. By protecting these special ecosystems
and types, Ilisu National Park not only safeguards biological
diversity but also provides durable tourism improvement, area
economic growth, and Azerbaijan’s broader ecological tourism
strategy.

National parks in Azerbaijan, such as Shirvan National
Park, Goygol National Park, and Ilisu National Park, play a
risk factor in the improvement of ecotourism by protecting
biological diversity, preserving special landscapes, and
offering durable tourism opportunities. These parks supply
habitats for unique and endangered types, provide
environmental education, and enable eco-friendly recreational
activity like wildlife monitoring, birdwatching, hiking, and
educational research. By combining preserving with tourism
structure and community engagement, Azerbaijan’s national
parks not only provide ecological tourism but also contribute
to regional socio-economic improvement and strengthen the
country’s position in the global ecotourism market.
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