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Abstract. This article examines the specific features of teaching English within 

the system of contemporary foreign language education in Kazakhstan, with 

particular emphasis on the role of private universities. The study analyzes the 

significance of the English language in the context of the internationalization 

of higher education and its importance for the development of students’ academic 

and professional communication skills. Statistical data on the structure of 

Kazakhstan’s higher education system are presented, and differences in the 

organization of English language instruction in public and private universities 

are discussed. It is noted that in public universities English is most often 

implemented as a compulsory subject within the curriculum, whereas private 

universities demonstrate a broader integration of English into the educational 

environment, including the use of the English-Medium Instruction (EMI) model and 

the introduction of specialized courses in academic English. Particular attention 

is given to the practical experience of teaching English to first-year students 

at Astana International University. The article describes teaching methods aimed 

at developing students’ communicative competence, including discussions, 

presentations, and project-based assignments. The findings demonstrate the 

importance of interactive and communicative teaching approaches for enhancing the 

effectiveness of English language instruction in higher education.  

Keywords: foreign language education, English language teaching, higher education, 
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Foreign language education constitutes an important 

direction in the development of the higher education system, 

as proficiency in foreign languages enables students to 

participate in international academic communication, 

scientific research, and educational programs. In 

universities of Kazakhstan, the study of foreign languages is 

considered an essential component of training specialists 

capable of functioning within the global educational and 

professional environment [1]. 

Within the structure of foreign language education, the 
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English language occupies a particularly significant 

position, as it functions as the principal language of 

international scientific publications, academic mobility, and 

interuniversity cooperation. In this regard, universities 

devote considerable attention to improving the methodology of 

English language teaching and to developing students’ 

communicative competence [2]. Private universities play an 

important role in achieving these objectives. Unlike public 

universities, they possess greater institutional flexibility 

in the design of educational programs and the implementation 

of modern pedagogical technologies. This creates favorable 

conditions for the application of innovative methodological 

approaches to foreign language teaching and for the 

development of students’ practical communicative skills [3]. 

At the same time, the teaching of English in the university 

environment is associated with a number of methodological 

challenges, including differences in students’ levels of 

language proficiency and the need to employ effective 

interactive teaching methods. An analysis of the specific 

features of English language instruction in private 

universities makes it possible to identify effective 

methodological practices for organizing foreign language 

education within the higher education system of Kazakhstan. 

Foreign language education represents an important 

direction in the development of Kazakhstan’s higher education 

system and is regarded as a prerequisite for preparing 

specialists capable of participating in international 

academic and professional communication. In the country’s 

universities, foreign language instruction is aimed at 

developing students’ communicative competence and fostering 

their ability to use a foreign language in academic and 

professional contexts [4]. Both public and private 

universities contribute to the implementation of the 

objectives of foreign language education. Public universities 

operate within the framework of state educational standards 

and traditional academic structures. Private universities, by 

contrast, possess greater institutional flexibility in 

updating educational programs and implementing modern 

pedagogical technologies, including innovative methodological 

approaches to foreign language teaching [5]. 

One of the distinctive features of a number of private 

universities is the active implementation of educational 

programs oriented toward international academic standards. In 

such institutions, foreign languages are considered not only 
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as an academic discipline but also as a means of academic 

communication and professional training for students. This is 

reflected in the expansion of courses delivered in English, 

as well as in the development of international educational 

projects and partnership programs with foreign universities 

[6]. Thus, private universities play a significant role in 

the development of foreign language education in Kazakhstan, 

as they possess greater opportunities for the active 

implementation of modern educational practices and for 

expanding the use of English in the learning process. These 

characteristics create favorable conditions for improving the 

methodology of English language teaching within the 

university environment. 

The higher education system of Kazakhstan includes both 

public and private universities, which together form the 

country’s educational landscape. According to data from the 

Bureau of National Statistics of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 

which can be observed in Table 1, 

 

Table 1 
Structure of the Higher Education System of Kazakhstan (2023–2024 

Academic Year) 

Indicator Value 

Total Number of Higher Education Institutions 112 

Share of Students in Public Universities 45,10% 

Share of Students in Private Universities 54,10% 

Total Number of Students 592 700 

Main Mode of Study 99,6 %  

Source: Bureau of National Statistics of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan. 

 

Despite the uniform requirements of educational 

standards, the teaching of English in public and private 

universities shows some differences. One of the key factors 

is the degree of implementation of English-language learning 

(EMI), a model in which English is used as the language of 

teaching academic subjects. Research shows that the number of 

universities implementing EMI programs has increased 

significantly in recent years. For example, we can see this 

in table 2. 

The differences between public and private universities 

are primarily manifested in the degree of integration of the 

English language into the educational process. In public 

universities, English is most often implemented as a 

compulsory subject within the curriculum, aimed at developing 
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students’ basic language skills. In such programs, primary 

attention is given to the study of grammar, reading of 

academic texts, and the development of written communication. 

 

Table 2 
Development of English-Medium Instruction (EMI) Programs  

in Universities of Kazakhstan 

Indicator Value 

Universities with EMI Programs (2015) 42 

Universities with EMI Programs (2020) 70 

Universities with Fully English-Medium 

Programs 
4 

Number of Courses Taught in English in 34 

Universities 
10 891 

Source: Studies on English-Medium Instruction (EMI) in 

Universities of Kazakhstan. 

 

In private universities, English is typically integrated 

into the educational environment more extensively. In a number 

of institutions, certain professional or subject-specific 

disciplines are taught in English, which corresponds to the 

international model of English-Medium Instruction (EMI). This 

approach enables students to use English in authentic academic 

contexts and to develop skills of professional communication. 

Another difference concerns the structure of language 

courses. In public universities, English language instruction 

is often limited to general foreign language courses. In 

private universities, however, specialized courses are 

frequently offered, such as Academic English, English for 

Specific Purposes (ESP), or Business English, which are 

oriented toward the development of academic and professional 

communication skills [8]. 

Thus, the differences between public and private 

universities in Kazakhstan are manifested in the degree of 

use of the English language in educational programs, the scale 

of implementation of English-Medium Instruction (EMI), and 

the structure of language courses. Private universities 

generally possess greater flexibility in designing 

educational programs and implementing international 

educational models, which contributes to a more active use of 

English in the academic environment. These characteristics 

create the basis for further analysis of English language 

teaching practices within a specific educational context, 

which will be examined through the example of Astana 

International University. 
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The practical component of the study was conducted at 

Astana International University during a teaching internship 

with first-year undergraduate students. The study group 

consisted of 15–20 students whose level of English proficiency 

corresponded to B1 according to the Common European Framework 

of Reference for Languages (CEFR). The main objective of the 

instruction was to develop students’ communicative competence 

and to form skills for using English in an academic 

environment. 

During the teaching process, methods aimed at promoting 

active student participation and developing practical 

language skills were employed. Unlike the traditional 

instructional model, which is primarily oriented toward the 

study of grammar, the classes were structured around 

interactive forms of learning. Particular attention was 

devoted to the development of speaking skills, the expansion 

of vocabulary, and the formation of academic communication 

abilities. 

Various types of tasks were used in the learning process, 

including group discussions, presentations, pair work, and 

project-based assignments. The use of these methods created 

conditions for active student interaction and for the 

application of English in authentic communicative situations. 

 

Table 3 
Main Types of Learning Tasks and the Language Skills Developed 

Type of Task Purpose of the Task Skills Developed 

Group Discussions 
Discussion of Academic 

Topics 

Oral Communication, 

Argumentation 

Skills 

Presentations 
Presentation of 

Information in English 

Academic 

Communication 

Pair Work 
Completion of 

Communicative Tasks 
Dialogic Speech 

Project-Based 

Assignments 

Preparation of Mini-

Research Projects 

Critical Thinking, 

Written 

Communication Skills 

 

Observations of the learning process demonstrated that 

the use of interactive teaching methods contributes to 

increasing students’ motivation to study English. Students 

actively participated in discussions, showed interest in 

completing project-based assignments, and gradually improved 

their oral communication skills. At the same time, the main 

difficulty remained the differences in students’ levels of 
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language proficiency, which required the adaptation of 

learning tasks and the application of a differentiated 

approach to instruction. Thus, the practice of teaching 

English at Astana International University showed that the 

use of interactive teaching methods and the communicative 

approach contributes to the development of students’ language 

skills and increases the effectiveness of foreign language 

education. The results obtained confirm the importance of 

modern methodological approaches in teaching English in the 

university environment. Foreign language education occupies 

an important place in the system of higher education in 

Kazakhstan and is considered one of the key factors in 

preparing specialists capable of participating in 

international academic and professional activities. In the 

context of the internationalization of education, the English 

language functions as a key instrument of scientific 

communication, academic mobility, and international 

cooperation. 

An analysis of the higher education system of Kazakhstan 

reveals differences in the organization of English language 

instruction in public and private universities. In public 

universities, foreign language instruction is more often 

implemented within compulsory disciplines of the curriculum 

aimed at developing students’ basic language skills. In 

private universities, English is integrated more broadly into 

the educational environment, including its use in the teaching 

of certain academic disciplines and the introduction of 

specialized language courses aimed at developing academic and 

professional communication [9]. 

The practice of teaching English to first-year students 

at Astana International University demonstrated the 

effectiveness of communicative and interactive teaching 

methods. The use of discussions, presentations, pair work, 

and project-based assignments promotes active student 

participation in the learning process and facilitates the 

development of oral and academic communication skills. 

Observations conducted during the teaching practice indicated 

that such forms of work increase students’ learning motivation 

and create conditions for more active use of English in the 

academic environment. 

The development of foreign language education in the 

universities of Kazakhstan is associated with the expansion 

of the use of English in educational programs and the 

implementation of modern pedagogical approaches aimed at 
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developing students’ communicative competence. The obtained 

results confirm the significance of practice-oriented 

teaching methods in English language instruction within the 

higher education system. 
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