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Abstract. Minimalism emerged in the second half of the 20th century as a 

distinctive architectural style characterized by simplicity and functionality, 

quickly spreading across global architectural discourse. This scholarly article 

examines the core philosophical and aesthetic principles of minimalism and 

explores its practical applications within contemporary Azerbaijani architecture. 

The aim of the study is to analyze the balance between visual aesthetics and 

practical functionality, as well as to assess the role of minimalism in urban 

planning, public spaces, and private structures. Through an in-depth analysis of 

modern architectural projects such as the Heydar Aliyev Center, Baku White City, 

and Port Baku, the article demonstrates how minimalist approaches have been 

adapted to the local context and contribute to the evolution of national 

architectural identity. Ultimately, the findings suggest that minimalism in 

Azerbaijani architecture functions not only as an aesthetic preference but also 

as a meaningful design paradigm that addresses both functional and social needs. 

Keywords: Minimalism, Azerbaijani architecture, functionality, aesthetic design, 

urban planning, architectural philosophy, open space, visual harmony. 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Minimalism was formed in the second half of the 20th 

century as a style based on simplicity in art and 

architecture, a function-based approach, and the primacy of 

pure forms. This approach developed as a reaction to the 

visual overload and abundance of decorative elements during 

the industrialization period (Pawley, 1990). In architecture, 

minimalism strives to create depth in simplicity by paying 

attention not only to beauty but also to the functional and 

human-oriented values of space (Frampton, 1980). 

Architects such as Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, known for 

the expression "Less is more," and Louis Sullivan, who put 

forward the principle "Form follows function," formed the 

fundamental philosophical and functional foundations of 

minimalism (Sullivan, 1896; Van der Rohe, 1964). The 
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architectural concept they created is built upon bringing 

clarity and comfort to the user by eliminating everything 

superfluous in space. Japanese architect Tadao Ando's 

dialogue created with nature and light enriched the spiritual 

and emotional dimension of minimalist architecture (Ando, 

2002). 

Although Azerbaijani architecture has historically been 

distinguished by rich ornamentation, local materials, and 

decorative elements specific to the region, more modern and 

minimalist approaches began to emerge from the 2000s onwards 

against the backdrop of the country's economic and urban 

development. Architectural examples observed with functional 

planning, clean lines, and monochrome color palettes in 

downtown Baku and new infrastructure projects are clear 

indicators of this change (Union of Architects of Azerbaijan, 

2022). 

The main objective of this research is to scientifically 

analyze the fundamental philosophical and aesthetic 

principles of minimalism in architectural theory, as well as 

how this style has been applied in contemporary Azerbaijani 

architecture and the ways in which the balance established 

between aesthetics and function is ensured. The study also 

evaluates the concrete manifestations of minimalism in local 

architecture through the Heydar Aliyev Center, Baku White 

City, Port Baku, and other examples, as well as its impact on 

the process of organizing public spaces. 

Minimalism has emerged not only as a design approach but 

also as a philosophical movement reflecting a lifestyle. The 

main idea in this style is "liberation from excess" (Munro, 

2009). In architecture, this is replaced by the elimination 

of decorative elements and visual noise, focusing on the 

essential function of space. 

Formation Process in Architecture 

Mies van der Rohe's "Less is more" and Louis Sullivan's 

"Form follows function" expressions have become the motto of 

minimalism in architecture. These approaches demonstrate that 

modern architecture strives to create a balance between 

structure, function, and aesthetics. 

In architecture, aesthetics is a category directed not 

only toward the concept of beauty but also toward user 

experience and emotional impact. Aesthetic design also 

encompasses the influence of the architectural object on human 

psychology (Scruton, 1979). 

Function determines the purposefulness of an 
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architectural object and the level at which it meets users' 

needs. For example, a public space must be both aesthetically 

attractive and comfortable and functional for people. 

Simple geometric forms (cube, prism, cylinder) are used 

as basic design elements in minimalist aesthetics. These forms 

are both simple and functionally appropriate (Zumthor, 2006). 

The color palette in minimalism consists mainly of neutral 

tones – white, gray, beige, and black. In material selection, 

concrete, glass, natural wood, and stone predominate. 

One of the most important elements changing the atmosphere 

of space is light. Natural light is maximally utilized in 

minimalist architecture, and artificial lighting is also 

implemented with simple yet effective means. 

Heydar Aliyev Center (Zaha Hadid Architects) 

This architectural example located in Baku is a synthesis 

of futurism and minimalism. Flowing forms, sustainable 

materials, and functional organization strengthen both the 

aesthetic and practical aspects of the space. The project has 

been highly evaluated on international platforms such as 

"ArchDaily" and "DesignBoom" (DesignBoom, 2013). 

Baku White City 

Built on a former industrial zone, this project is an 

example of the application of minimalism on an urban scale 

with its simple, monochrome facades and open-plan residential 

complexes. Here, there is a high-quality approach in terms of 

both function and aesthetics in the planning of public areas. 

SOCAR Tower 

This is a successful synthesis of high-tech and minimalist 

architecture. Dynamic facade design, use of glass and steel, 

energy efficiency, and open space planning are among the main 

features of this project. 

Port Baku Residence and Port Baku Mall 

Built with simple lines and the use of glass materials, 

this project demonstrates the practice of minimalism in 

commercial and residential areas. Wide atriums and a neutral 

color palette enhance user comfort. 

Ecological Minimalism: Green Buildings 

In recent years, ecologically efficient building projects 

in Baku and other cities have been combined with minimalist 

design, yielding successful results in terms of both 

aesthetics and sustainability (World Green Building Council, 

2021). 
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Minimalism emerges in Azerbaijani architecture not merely 

as an aesthetic tendency but as a complex approach bearing 

functional and social meaning. This style brings the 

functional qualities of architectural spaces to the forefront 

by clearing them of superfluous elements, creating 

comfortable, clear, and balanced environments suited to human 

needs and everyday use. The harmony created between aesthetic 

simplicity and functional necessity ensures the efficient use 

of both public areas – museums, business centers, commercial 

facilities – and private living spaces. 

The examples analyzed in the article – the Heydar Aliyev 

Center, Baku White City, and Port Baku – demonstrate how the 

minimalist approach has been successfully applied in projects 

of various scales. The open planning, neutral color palette, 

efficient use of natural light, and functional simplicity 

employed in these examples show how the basic principles of 

minimalism have been adapted to the local context. 

Additionally, minimalism carries significance in terms of 

social and psychological effects. Visual tranquility and the 

breathing structure of space increase users' sense of mental 

comfort, composure, and concentration, which corresponds to 

the dynamics of modern urban life. 

Consequently, minimalism is a contemporary architectural 

approach in Azerbaijan's architectural development process 

that keeps pace with global trends yet responds to local 

characteristics and social needs. This style will continue to 

play an important role in the renewal of the country's 

architectural identity and the formation of future urban 

planning strategies. 
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