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Abstract. This article examines the pedagogical foundations for enriching the
vocabulary of primary school students in the process of speech development. The
study explores the interrelation between speech activity, thinking, cognition,
and communication skills, emphasizing that vocabulary is a key indicator of
language development. The author highlights that the primary school period
represents a crucial stage in the formation of a child’s linguistic abilities,
where purposeful pedagogical approaches play a decisive role. The article analyzes
the role of communicative, interactive, and play-based methods, as well as modern
digital teaching technologies, in expanding students’ vocabulary. It also
underlines the importance of the teacher’s influence, the learning environment,
and cooperation with parents in promoting effective language enrichment. The
findings indicate that the expansion of students’ vocabulary directly contributes
to the development of their speech culture, cognitive flexibility, and creative
abilities. The study provides practical recommendations for educators and
substantiates the importance of adopting integrative and communicative approaches
in the teaching process.
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In the modern era, one of the primary goals of elementary
education is to develop students’ ability to speak correctly,
expressively, and meaningfully. Speech development plays a
special role in the educational process as 1t reflects a
child’s level of thinking, cognition, and communication
skills. In this regard, enriching students’ wvocabulary is
crucial for the development of their speech. Vocabulary
represents the content component of a child’s 1linguistic
ability, through which they learn to express their thoughts,
establish communication, and construct meaningful utterances
(Aliyev, 2018).

The primary school period is the stage during which the
foundations of a child’s language and speech culture are
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formed. During this phase, the teacher’s purposeful activity,
the methods and tools they employ, as well as the
communicative environment created in the classroom, have a
direct impact on enriching students’ vocabulary. Pedagogical
research shows that the development of vocabulary should not
be limited to language lessons but should be implemented in
an integrative manner across all subjects (Huseynova, 2020).
This approach not only broadens children’s vocabulary but
also increases their active ©participation in  speech
activities.

Studying the scientific and pedagogical foundations of
vocabulary enrichment in speech development is also relevant
for improving the quality of the teaching process. The use of
modern teaching technologies, interactive methods, games, and
communicative tasks creates significant opportunities in this
direction. Such approaches help develop both students’
language and communication skills, enhance cognitive
flexibility, and foster creative thinking abilities (Rzayeva,
2022) .

At the primary stage, the development of students’ speech
is closely 1linked to the expansion of their cognitive
activity, the formation of thinking processes, and the
enrichment of their emotional world. Vocabulary enrichment is
not merely the teaching of new words; it also involves
understanding their meanings, using them appropriately in
context, and integrating them into communicative competence
(Aliyev, 2019). Psychologically, this process is based on the
child’s auditory, memory, and imitation abilities.
Pedagogical literature notes that the primary school period
is considered the “golden age” of language development, as
children at this age quickly acquire new words and easily
apply them in their speech experience (Mammadova, 2021). This
characteristic requires teachers to engage 1in purposeful
methodological activity and create a supportive speech
environment.

Enriching vocabulary in speech development requires the
complex application of wvarious methods and techniques.
Alongside traditional teaching methods, communicative,
interactive, and play-based approaches yield significant

results in this field. In particular, role plays,
storytelling, task-based activities, and situational
dialogues expand students’ word base and ensure their active
participation in speech (Rzayev, 2020). Furthermore, the use
of wvisual aids — pictures, illustrations, videos, and
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electronic resources — facilitates the acquisition of new
words. Words presented through interactive boards and digital
games tend to be more lasting in students’ memory, as
auditory, visual, and motor memory function simultaneously
during such activities. These approaches exemplify the
effective use of modern educational technologies (Ahmadov,
2022) .

The teacher’s role in the process of vocabulary enrichment
is decisive. The teacher is not only a transmitter of
knowledge but also an organizer who guides students’ language
activity. Encouraging students to ask questions, express
their opinions freely, and actively participate in
discussions enhances their vocabulary. At the same time, the
teacher should select instructional materials in accordance
with students’ age and individual characteristics (Guliyeva,
2023) . The gquality of the speech environment is also an
important factor. A positive emotional and communicative
atmosphere in the classroom makes it easier for children to
acquire new words and use them in practical speech. Likewise,
the home environment, parents’ speech culture, and their
communication with the child are key elements in vocabulary
enrichment.

Theoretical and practical analyses show that the speech
development of primary school students is closely connected
to the enrichment of their wvocabulary. Vocabulary is a core
indicator of linguistic ability, and its expansion
contributes to the development of students’ thinking and
communication activities. Speech activity is not limited to
word acquisition; it also involves the integrated formation
of thinking, memory, perception, and expression skills
(Aliyeva, 2021). The effectiveness of vocabulary enrichment
in primary school depends on the teacher’s pedagogical
approaches, the communicative environment, and the applied
teaching methods. Game technologies, dialogue-based tasks,
storytelling, discussions, and integrative activities yield
highly effective results in this regard. These methods not
only increase students’ active vocabulary but also make their
speech more expressive and coherent (Mammadov, 2020).

In modern educational environments, the use of digital

resources — such as audio and video materials, e-books, and
interactive applications — creates broad opportunities for
vocabulary development. Such tools not only increase

students’ learning motivation but also facilitate the
acquisition of new words. Based on the conducted analysis,
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the following educational and pedagogical recommendations
have been identified:

1. Vocabulary development should be purposefully
integrated across all subjects; limiting it to language
lessons weakens the process.

2. Teachers should prioritize communicative teaching
approaches, ensuring students’ active participation in
speaking.

3. Play-based and situational tasks should be used
systematically, as they enhance children’s emotional
motivation.

4. Effective wuse of digital learning environments 1is
essential; interactive resources attract students’ attention
and strengthen memory retention.

5. Collaboration with parents should be reinforced;
creating a rich speech environment at home accelerates
children’s language development.

In conclusion, the enrichment of vocabulary in the speech
development of primary school students encompasses a complex
pedagogical process. The teacher’s creativity, students’
active engagement, and the use of modern teaching technologies
are key components 1in this process. The simultaneous
development of speech and vocabulary forms the foundation for
the creation of communicatively competent individuals within
the education system (Rzayeva, 2022).
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