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In recent years, the global informatization of society, 

rapid development of information devices and new information 

technologies, and the increasing demand for various 

information services have become increasingly prominent. In 

this context, the importance of human information rights, 

associated with these processes, their realization, and 

protection, is growing. Furthermore, information and the 

information rights of individuals are crucial guarantees for 

the development, observance, and protection of any universal 

human rights [1-2].  

It is worth noting that, alongside clearly expressed 

positive aspects of the informatization process, there are 

also negative ones: significant technological disparities 

between states, information warfare, cybercrime, all of which 

affect the possibility of realizing human information rights. 

Other negative aspects related to social instability [3] and 

the de-digitalization of the individual as a rights subject 

can also be mentioned [4].  

Information, as a specific phenomenon, requires a special 

legal regime, and information relations necessitate specific 

legal regulation. Since information is a social asset and 

good, a range of human rights are closely associated with it. 

In an informational vacuum, the full development and existence 

of an individual, as well as the proper exercise of their 

rights, are impossible.  

The right to information is justly utilized in various 

contexts and acts as a multifaceted phenomenon, the 

exploration of which opens numerous facets for discussion. At 
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the international level, attention is focused on issues such 

as national sovereignty, protection of state secrets, cross-

border information transmission, the new world information 

order, and international protection of intellectual property. 

On the other hand, the right to information is closely linked 

to consumer rights, officials, and concerns scientific 

achievements, professional confidential information, medical 

and insurance data, and more. 

In recent years numerous judicial cases, in particular in 

the European Court of Human Rights, have illustrated a wide 

range of individual rights that fall within the scope of the 

right to information. The last is manifested in a whole range 

of independent meanings: 

– the right of an accused person to know the charges 

against him or her; 

– the right of prisoners to send and receive 

correspondence; 

– the right of the victim to be familiar with the criminal 

case file; 

– the right of access to personal data and the right to 

know the grounds underlying law enforcement decisions of 

authorized officials regarding a particular person; 

– the right of patients to be familiar with comprehensive 

information about their diagnosis, treatment methods and 

process; 

– the right of citizens to know what information the 

relevant authorities have about them; 

– the right of parents to information about their 

children; 

– the right of ordinary citizens to information about 

public services;  

– the right of citizens to various kinds of official 

information from government bodies, etc.  

With an intuitive understanding of the importance of this 

right, each individual uses it depending on the specific 

circumstances of their life since the right to information 

most often functions as the right to know what ensures the 

implementation of other rights and freedoms. In each specific 

situation, a completely unique category of information 

relevant to achieving a specific goal is required. 

The ambiguity and manifestation of the right to 

information in various aspects of public life raises the 

natural question about the possibility to define the right at 

stake as an independent one. If it acts only as a secondary 
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right, which is a derivative and guarantees the implementation 

of some separate right, it will be more correct to talk only 

about information guarantees, the information component of 

the mechanism of implementation of rights. 

The term "right to information" usually covers the system 

of human rights to receive, store and disseminate information. 

Essentially, the right to information stay on the same level 

with natural human rights, if only because a person cannot 

exist in the modern world without the ability to perceive, 

produce or process information. Only if a person receives 

information, processes it and generates new information he or 

she is able to develop, and thus be a full member of society.  

In definition of the right to information, it is necessary 

to start from the social good that underlies it, meaning the 

term of information [5]. Moreover, it should be emphasized 

that in each particular case it is important to specify what 

kind of information is meant. This also raises the question 

of the admissibility of using the concept of "right to 

information" in relation to different types of information.  

The right to information requires the free flow of 

information in society as a whole, what freedom of information 

is designed to ensure, covering any form of expression. It 

consists of a number of powers concerning performing various 

operations with information. These include the search, 

transmission, dissemination of information, storage and 

production of new quality information. From the very 

beginning, these powers were reflected in the legal 

construction of the right as integral parts of its definition. 

The right to information is recognized by enshrining its 

competence in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 

1948, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

of 1966, and the current Constitution of Ukraine. Thus, the 

powers to seek, receive, produce, transmit and disseminate 

information is the main content of the right at issue. This 

is due to the complex structure and many areas of 

implementation of the right to information, which is 

manifested in certain specific actions with information. 

Reflection in the legislation of the power (competence) that 

constitutes it is caused by objective needs, while the 

conceptual design must go through the stage of theoretical 

comprehension. 

In addition to the general content of the right to 

information, it has a special legal content. It includes 

rights and obligations of the parties, as well as other legal 
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means. Moreover, the content of legal relations should include 

legal facts, legal capacity of the parties to legal relations, 

as well as the legal regime of the objects of legal relations. 

Thus, the right to information can be interpreted as a 

fundamental, independent right that represents a legally 

guaranteed opportunity to freely seek, obtain, transmit, 

conduct, and disseminate, through any lawful means, 

information of socially significant nature about any 

processes and phenomena of objective reality. The right to 

information receives legal regulation not only as an 

individual's right but also as a crucial form of ensuring the 

interconnection between the state and civil society. It 

restricts the arbitrariness of state power, contributing to 

its successful implementation and thereby guaranteeing the 

freedom of the individual and society. 
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