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INTERPRETATION OF MINIMALISM IN ARCHITECTURE 

ACCORDING TO DIFFERENT CULTURES 

 

Many cultures promote simplicity as a motive to follow, which is very true. 

Culture represents people's motive, values, beliefs. Culture also expresses the way 

people live. Previously, there were different views on minimalism, and in some 

countries minimalism was widely practiced, while in others minimalist architecture 

was not appreciated. This explains that culture plays an important role in the 

cognition and thinking process. Values, beliefs are passed down from generation to 

generation by practicing them. So, even when migration happens, people still hold 

on to their culture. It follows that culture does influence people's lives and their 

attitudes towards many things. From the above information, it is safe to say that the 

interpretation of minimalism differs depending on their culture.  

Minimalism in Western society is the result of technological development, 

humanism, and newly formed organizations. It was the emergence of philosophies 

and the destruction of rationality and identity. This has brought about various 

changes in the elimination of traditionally agreed concepts. Western society has its 

own culture and traditional concepts, but self-affirmation does not depend solely on 

them. When modernity has been reached, tradition has been thoroughly tested and 

it has been found to be erroneous. This has been the root of every modern project in 

society. The Western interpretation of modernity is an increase in knowledge about 
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technology and science, betraying a change in the social system. Modernity is 

devoid of traditional values, norms and atmosphere.  

Japanese culture, which is associated with the concept of Zen and simplicity, 

is always associated with Japanese design. In Japanese architecture and design, clear 

lines and shapes, simple colors and patterns have always been used. Minimalist 

architects are strongly influenced by Japanese principles and design. For Japanese 

culture, less always means more, and this concept has been followed for centuries. 

This way of life was adopted by Japanese minimalism, and people did the same in 

response, although today there are examples of extreme aesthetic devotion that goes 

beyond the already rare values of preserving only what is necessary. 

Western society was heavily influenced by Japanese theories of minimalism, 

mostly in 18th- and 19th-century America, and the needs of Western society and 

design conformed to their ideas. For example: Frank Lloyd Wright, who allowed the 

interior and exterior to merge with each other, using the Japanese concept of sliding 

doors. Japanese artistic ideals seek hidden beauty in objects, giving importance to 

their natural form. Japanese minimalist architecture focuses on substance rather than 

appearance. Western minimalist architecture focuses only on the building and not 

on its surroundings, unlike Japanese architecture, where it combines its design with 

nature. It is clear that Japanese architecture and its ideals are closely related to its 

people, culture and traditions. 

Materials play an important role in the atmosphere and appearance of a 

building. Minimalist architecture consists in the use of a very small number of 

simple and understandable materials for the exterior and interior of the building. The 

facade of a building can greatly influence a person's attitude towards it. Minimalist 

architecture focuses on simplifying the form, and then attention shifts to materials, 

surface, and details. The power of a building also lies in how instantaneous a 

person's response is. Innovations in minimalist architecture are also related to 

materials such as glass, steel, and concrete, as the challenges they faced were high. 

Glass as a building material is a suitable choice for a minimalist building, as it gives 

a feeling of openness, brings light, transparency and, if necessary, is invisible. In 

many masterpieces of architects, glass was used as the main material. Due to its 
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transparency, glass can create the illusion of a large space. In the modern scenario, 

there is a limitation of space for buildings, where the use of glass will make it larger, 

and the amount of light will be maximum. Concrete gives the building a raw 

atmosphere and is the signature material of modern minimalist architecture.  

Japanese minimalism in architecture gradually contributes to spiritual 

reflection and serenity. It is reasonable to assume that they are more conceptual in 

their current approach and do not affect people directly. This conceptual structure is 

extremely adaptable to their traditional worldview and is very suitable for spiritual 

and private residential real estate. Despite the ever-evolving style of architecture in 

Japan, there are still some common aspects that support the claim that minimalism 

in Japan has much more to do with lifestyle than with architecture. However, 

Western minimalism mainly focuses on technical and physical quality factors. 

Technological progress will greatly help them in discovering new materials and 

construction methods. This strong recognition of appearance aims to create a 

dramatic impact that most of the time becomes the core of its buildings.  

 Taking into account all these factors, it becomes obvious that even the cultural 

background directly affects the style of architecture. The method and intentions of 

the architect could change the traditional culture and the model of its demand. It is 

equally true that a connection with different cultures should usually raise a 

preconceived notion and recreate the architect's very principle. Therefore, cultural 

background analysis is necessary in order to ensure that certain types are adapted to 

the environment. Minimalist buildings are judged not only by their reduction in 

presence in the long term. It is absolutely necessary to add value to the building, 

such as materiality, the image of the end user and detail. In architectural 

considerations, these ideals are very inherent and can make the style more 

meaningful and timeless.  
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