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Abstract. 
The article is devoted to the consideration of the problems of the creation and work of 

territorial communities in Ukraine. As an example for comparison, the experience of European 

countries was taken, which showed, since the times of late feudalism, the formation and 

work of city councils of medieval cities in accordance with the legislation under Magdeburg 

Law, what issues the city council resolved in urban planning. The goal is to study the 

European experience of territorial communities in democratic conditions, when the government 

works for the needs of society. The object of research is the territorial community and its 

activities in the field of architecture and urban planning. The subject of scientific 

research is the mechanism for implementing self-government processes by a territorial 

community to solve local problems of residents in the field of architecture and urban 

planning. The practice of Ukraine and Europe in the field of urban planning and development, 

the specifics of society's activities and its influence on urban development, manifestations 

of interaction between the population and city authorities in Europe, and the independence 

of activities and independence from decisions of administrations in Ukraine were analyzed 

and compared. The nature of the actions of Ukrainians, the reasons for their negative 

attitude towards the authorities, which is due to the specifics of the historical process, 

as well as the consequences of this in the work of territorial communities on issues of 

architecture and urban planning, are clarified.  
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Introduction. A territorial community is a way of 

organizing local self-government, which is an invaluable 

practice for implementing the principles of democratization 

of society. In 1985, the Council of Europe developed an 

extremely important document for European countries on the 

approval of the right to local self-government, this is the 

European Charter of Local Self-Government. Ten years later, 

in November 1995, during the period of Independence, Ukraine 

joined the Council of Europe and accepted the provisions of 

the Charter as an international legal standard. [1] At that 

time, our state had just left the former USSR, the Soviet 

communist party system, which was socialist in economic terms, 

according to which the Constitution provided for total state 

ownership of absolutely everything, and only private 

ownership of a very small list of personal belongings was 

allowed. At the last stage of the Soviet system's survival, 

the General Secretary of the CPSU M.S. Gorbachev, having 

familiarized himself with foreign experience of economic 

development, tried to revive private property, which existed 

in the country in the pre-Soviet period, to combine a market 

economy with socialism, and this ultimately contributed to 

the collapse of the USSR and the choice of each former 

republic of a single large country of its own path of further 

development. Ukraine has gone through a difficult path of 

exit from the socialist economic system with the 

centralization of communist power and the struggle for social 

democratization. 

In 1997, Ukraine adopted Law 280/97-VR “On Local Self-

Government in Ukraine” [2], which has been amended several 

times each year to this day. This law has become a kind of 

“litmus test” for the introduction of social democratization 

into our lives. It defines what a territorial community is 

residents who permanently reside in the territory of any 

settlement and create a voluntary association to resolve 

various issues for the population in accordance with its 

needs, including issues of territorial organization and 

further development. 

Topicality. The development of Ukraine in a democratic 

direction became not an easy task against the background of 

the struggle for power of individual clans of big business. 
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And so one of the directions of reorganization of relations 

between the authorities and the people became the direction 

towards the formation of territorial communities, which, as 

local centers, had to move to self-government, manage actions 

that would satisfy the needs of residents. It was assumed 

that funds would be purposefully allocated for the needs so 

that the community could receive, implement, and build a local 

system of government according to the democratic type [3]. 

So, the purpose of the research is to study the European 

experience of the work of territorial communities in 

democratic conditions, when the authorities work for the needs 

of society in the field of restoration, reconstruction of 

buildings and improvement of territories. The object of the 

research is the territorial community and its activities in 

the field of architecture and urban planning. The subject of 

scientific research is the mechanism for the implementation 

of self-government processes by the territorial community to 

solve local problems of residents in the field of architecture 

and urban planning.  

The objectives of the scientific research: to study the 

process of the emergence of actions characteristic of 

territorial communities in the history of European states, to 

substantiate the reasons for their emergence; to get 

acquainted with public activity in European countries after 

the Second World War and their influence on the reconstruction 

and restoration of cities; to study and determine the 

manifestations of public activity as traditional collective 

labor in the history of the Ukrainian people, which are 

certain manifestations that can be compared with European 

medieval practice; compare the European and Ukrainian 

experience of collective work, identify common features; 

clarify the possibility of using the activities of territorial 

communities as a way to resolve the issues of resettlement of 

IDPs during the Russian invasion of Ukraine; identify methods 

and principles of establishing settlements for IDPs on the 

basis of territorial communities; compare the purpose of 

establishing territorial communities, their existence and 

activities in European and Ukrainian practice in order to 

establish differences and identify positive features and 

shortcomings of both interstate regions. 
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Materials and methods. The materials are legislative and 

permitting documents that determine the order of existence of 

territorial communities, their work and interaction with city 

and local administrations, as well as directions and examples 

of the activities of territorial communities. 

Research methods: the method of document analysis, the 

method of comparative analysis of the activities of European 

peoples and Ukrainians, starting from the Middle Ages to the 

present day, and the cause-and-effect relationship between 

historical events, examples of people's social work and their 

influence on urban planning. 

Predecessors: In order to substantiate the author's 

conclusions, it was necessary to establish a logical chain 

between individual historical facts in the life of the peoples 

of Europe and Ukraine. Thus, the European experience is 

considered by stages of historical development in the system 

of government - Magdeburg Law, the period of the formation of 

empires and reactionary regimes as an interval, social 

democratization of the second half of the twentieth century. 

The experience of the Ukrainian state is presented since the 

9th century in two directions - as a system of government 

with the participation of the people and as social work to 

help those in need. Of course, any historical period under 

consideration has a large number of researchers who can be 

attributed to predecessors. The limited scope of the 

publication forced me to provide references to only a small 

number of them. 

Results. A review of historical practice from the feudal 

period of economic development of European countries and 

Ukraine to the present day, a comparison of political 

processes and their reflection in the formation of the 

environment of cities and other types of settlements allowed 

us to draw conclusions about the specifics of the paths of 

development of social democratization in Europe and Ukraine, 

the differences in the processes of its formation and the 

reasons for the peculiarities of its manifestations in both 

territories, as well as to find out what caused the lag of 

Ukraine's actions in the direction of the creation and work 

of territorial communities from European states in direct 

contact with city administrations. 
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Discussion. In the European experience, the life and 

activities of communities were born back in the Middle Ages 

during the emergence of Magdeburg law after a long stage of 

socio-political personification, characteristic of developed 

feudalization, and manifested itself in the autonomy of cities 

and the resolution of any issues in the life of the city and 

citizens according to their needs. During Magdeburg law, at 

the final stage of feudal relations, a contrasting behavior 

of society arises with an attempt to unite, rally, create 

organizations such as craft workshops for joint production, 

a trading Hanseatic League to control pan-European trade 

routes, a city council to resolve various issues for citizens 

and the city as a whole. This period prepared the gradual 

transition to the beginnings of capitalist relations, or 

according to the accepted modern classification - to 

industrial society. "Western European and Central European 

cities were governed by councils... The council, elected by 

citizens for a certain term, governed and solved all 

problems," noted E. Hrushka [4, p. 106], including the issues 

of the structural organization of the city's territory, its 

planning and mastering of new territories, street layout 

schemes, the sizes of plots and facades of buildings [5]. The 

construction of urban space reflected a clear order of equal 

social status of the population - artisans and merchants. 

Fig. 1 shows a diagram of factors that reflected the socio-

economic features of medieval cities at the stages of socio-

economic formation - during the period of the emergence of 

feudalism from the 13th to the 11th centuries, its heyday in 

the 11th - 13th centuries and decline in the 11th - early 

15th centuries. The period of the so-called "decline", when 

the process of collective life took place (the formation of 

guilds, the emergence of Magdeburg law and the Hanseatic 

League) and thereby laid the foundations for further changes, 

meant a transformation of people's consciousness, in 

connection with the first manifestations of a new economic 

system, caused by the gradual birth of the rudiments of 

capitalist production. At the same time, there were 

perturbations in the areas of economic activity, the social 

structure of the population, the type of relations between 

the feudal lord and his subordinates, the structure of cities 
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and the style of architecture. European feudalization 

culminated in the emergence of collective entities in the 

areas of production, self-government and control of trade 

routes across Europe and the Middle East. In the following 

social history of the European maritime states, the discovery 

of new lands, the colonization of peoples who lived in those 

previously unknown lands, the establishment of raw material 

bases on their territories that helped the economy of 

Europeans. The 19th century was a time of the formation of 

European empires, which ended at the beginning of the next 

century with a series of revolutions. 

 

 
Figure 1 

Scheme of socio-economic aspects that influenced urban planning in the 

European Middle Ages 
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In the 1920s, in connection with the struggle between the 

newly emerged, thanks to the French brothers Jeanneret, 

functionalism and the prevailing historicism, as a fragment 

of imperial symbolism, the International Congress of 

Architects was born in European practice, which put forward 

topics for consideration and clarification of the directions 

of their solution, related to urban space and living 

conditions in it. Representatives of functionalism are 

concerned with the state of European cities, which they 

acquired during the spread of industrial areas, the formation 

of slums, air pollution and the low sanitary and hygienic 

condition of cities. At regular meetings, they organize photo 

exhibitions, demonstrating the catastrophic situation of 

European cities, make reports on different countries, 

recording the same situation in cities [6, P. 374-379]. The 

architectural community combines the problems of urban 

planning and society, understanding that the state of urban 

space is an indicator of the well-being of the country, a 

high level of its cultural development. In the twentieth 

century, having experienced the rule of reactionary regimes 

and having suffered the devastating consequences of the Second 

World War, Europeans turn to the medieval heritage as the 

primary source of public life with elements of social 

democratization. They restored cities by interviewing the 

population, coordinating with them the choice of 

reconstruction directions and, as one of the ways of post-war 

reconstruction, applied the principles of medieval city 

building, created imitations of medieval planning and city 

building with actively operating communities [7, 8,]. Close 

ties exist between the mayors of European cities and citizens 

to this day. 

When we look into our medieval history of the times of 

the Old Russian state, we must recall some features of the 

settlement of the Slavs at the beginning of the 12th century 

during their migration from European territory. They built 

settlements in groups of 10-12, and such a formation was 

called a “nest”. Living in a “nest” contributed to close 

contacts of the entire collective, exchange of goods, and 

joint defense [9]. From such nests, over time, the first 

cities with suburbs were formed. Our state of Rus-Ukraine, 

which Russian historians gave the name "Kievan Rus" in order 
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to legitimize the name of its territory "Muscovite Rus", 

"Russia", had a very complex power structure, under which the 

senior prince exercised control (initially it was an elected 

position), the military-squad had a high social role, 

accordingly the political system was called the "princely-

squad system". The boyar Duma and the clergy also belonged to 

the representation of power. The people's council occupied an 

extraordinary position, the activity and reactions of the 

population to the decrees of the governors reflected the 

disagreement of the townspeople with the decisions of the 

authorities. The people's council elected the prince. “The 

People's Council believed that it had the right to intervene 

in all spheres of political life of the 12th century, the 

organization and management of the land” [10, p. 80], this 

role was determined by itself and the prince. Since the 15th 

century, under the influence of Poland, individual cities of 

the western principalities also acquired Magdeburg law. M.S. 

Hrushevsky wrote: “The influence of Polish orders was 

reflected in their transformation according to the type of 

Saxon communities of Magdeburg law”, although the old 

Ukrainian city was closely connected with the land, in Germany 

urban life was organized in the form of immunity, exclusion 

from the general land system [10, p. 142]. Our events since 

the beginning of the period of Independence of Ukraine, our 

“maydany” have revived the traditions of free expression of 

the will of the people, when the people take responsibility 

for the future. In the traditional life of Ukrainians, there 

is the concept of "toloka", which involves voluntary one-time 

work by a group of difficult tasks that must be done quickly. 

Ancient Russian chronicles testify to the existence of toloka 

even during the times of Rus-Ukraine [12, p. 52]. An 

invitation to toloka implied that in the future the owner for 

whom the team worked would work for them. This helped to form 

such value orientations as reliability, obligation, loyalty, 

responsibility, support, trustworthiness. As a result of such 

activities, a moral and ethical norm was formed [12, p. 53-

54]. Today, it is assistance to those in need, improvement of 

landscaping, arrangement of parks, playgrounds, etc. In 

Kyiv’s Svyatoshyn, there is an active territorial community 

of former Chernobyl rescuers, those who survived in 1986 while 

working during the sheltering of the Chernobyl reactor. Now, 
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during the Russian missile attacks on Ukrainian cities and 

the destruction of buildings with Russian weapons, people are 

gathering to help in searching for victims of these attacks, 

clearing rubble, and providing assistance to the injured. 

These actions, both permanent and temporary in nature, 

organized and spontaneous, are in a certain sense related to 

the experience of European communities that work with the 

support of local authorities. 

The war has created a huge housing problem that has 

affected millions of Ukrainians, and in these conditions it 

is extremely important to use the experience of territorial 

communities to resettle internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

The main state priorities now belong to housing problems. As 

of June 2025, almost 4.6 million IDPs were officially 

registered in Ukraine [13]. This is almost a tenth of the 

population at the beginning of the war, who need support to 

settle in a new place. After 2014, when the local government 

reform began, territorial communities received the right and 

obligation to help displaced people with housing. The Law "On 

Ensuring the Rights and Freedoms of Internally Displaced 

Persons" indicates that local authorities must create 

conditions for temporary residence for people who have lost 

their homes [14]. Later, government resolutions No. 582 in 

2019 and No. 495 in 2022 were issued, which specified how 

communities should form housing funds for displaced people 

[15, 16]. But in practice, many problems emerged: the housing 

fund was often in unsatisfactory condition [17], old 

dormitories or apartments stood empty and were falling apart, 

there were no funds, and some communities lacked experience, 

specialists, and understanding of the mechanisms of action. 

At the beginning of 2021, there were over 3 thousand temporary 

and social housing apartments in Ukraine [18], and the number 

of displaced persons was about 1.5 million. However, over the 

past 3 years, many good examples of assistance to displaced 

persons from territorial communities have appeared. One of 

them is the "Shelter" program [19], under which volunteers 

take in displaced persons, and the state compensates them for 

utility costs. The territorial community plays the role of 

coordinator. This model works well in small towns and 

villages. Many communities have taken the path of converting 
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old buildings into housing, using former schools, outdated 

hospitals, and old dormitories as resources. By government 

resolution No. 495 in 2022, they were repurposed [16]. There 

are also private initiatives that work together with 

communities. For example, under the CO-HATY project, 

implemented by MetaLab and Urban Curators, 7 facilities were 

built in the cities of Ivano-Frankivsk, Khmelnytskyi and 

Vinnytsia [20], where 1.5 thousand people can live at the 

same time. This shows that the community is not only the local 

authorities, but also people who are ready to help, invest 

their time, money, and energy. And the role of the community 

is only to create conditions, provide premises, help with 

documents, and coordinate the process. In Lviv, with the help 

of the city authorities, a large-scale social housing project 

is being implemented on Mykolaychuk Street [21, 22], where 8 

six-story buildings are being built, with almost 240 

apartments. This housing is intended not only for displaced 

people, but also for patients of the UNBROKEN rehabilitation 

center - wounded soldiers who need long-term recovery. The 

project is financed by the European Union through the NEFCO 

fund. The city administration allocated land, organized the 

process, and controls construction. This is an example of how 

a community implements a large, complex project, attracting 

international funding. These and other facts indicate that 

territorial communities can be an effective tool for solving 

the housing problem for displaced people, their capacity 

depends on many factors: financial, availability of 

resources, competence of local authorities, activity of civil 

society, support from the state and international partners. 

The community needs systematic assistance, clear conditions 

for action, and access to funding. 

To implement the tasks of assisting displaced persons, it 

is important to formulate specific methods and principles for 

determining the types of housing, to adhere to the principles 

of placement and organization of this housing. The first of 

these and the most important is not to create separate areas 

for displaced persons. Examples of the arrangement of large 

mono-ethnic or mono-social quarters ultimately lead to 

ghettoization, where the population is cut off from the city, 

a stigma of an "immigrant district" arises, which local 
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residents perceive with distrust, doubting the safety of 

contacts. The second principle is that housing must be 

provided with the necessary services, which, in addition to 

increasing the comfort of living, provides jobs for IDPs. The 

third important principle is understanding the temporary 

nature of residence and the free choice of residents of 

further actions, whether to stay permanently in the settlement 

of displaced persons or to leave it over time. The fourth 

principle is the energy efficiency of housing. Since displaced 

persons who have lost their homes are a low-income category 

of the population, it is advisable to take into account the 

need to save operating costs. An example of energy efficiency 

is the Goldsmith Street project in Norwich (Great Britain), 

built according to the Passivhaus standard, which provides a 

70% reduction in energy costs compared to conventional housing 

[23]. And this is especially important for socially vulnerable 

groups. The fifth principle is adaptation to the regional 

context and preservation of architectural identity. The 

territorial diversity of Ukraine requires taking into account 

not only climatic and landscape features, but also 

architectural and stylistic traditions of specific regions. 

Housing for displaced persons must be organically integrated 

into the existing development, maintaining local 

architectural identity through the use of volumetric and 

spatial solutions, materials and compositional techniques 

characteristic of the region. In summary, it can be noted 

that territorial communities that should participate in 

solving the housing problem for IDPs have different 

opportunities depending on the region, its size, and 

resources. In the west of the country, where there is less 

pressure from displaced people and a better situation with 

available housing, communities can act more independently. In 

the east and south, where the bulk of IDPs are concentrated 

and where the greatest destruction has occurred, serious state 

assistance is needed. 

Russia's interference in the life of Ukraine, its attempts 

to destroy our country have led to large-scale internal and 

external migrations, to a transformation of the consciousness 

of Ukrainians, which today is aimed at helping, at the desire 

to do better than before. Millions of people need housing, 
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and this opens up new opportunities to create a new, more 

effective, more humane system of social housing. A system 

where territorial communities will play a key role, being 

aware of the needs of residents on the ground, where 

architectural solutions will combine economy with dignity, 

speed with quality, temporary with the possibility of becoming 

a permanent home. The realization of this opportunity depends 

on the joint efforts of the state, communities, professional 

community and civil society. 

In December 2016, the First Ukrainian-German Urban 

Development Conference was held in Kyiv under the title “Urban 

Development Opportunities to Support Sustainable Development 

in Ukraine” [24]. During the conference, a broad exchange of 

views took place between Ukrainian and German experts, 

participants were introduced to the content of the Leipzig 

Charter “Cities of Europe on the Path to Sustainable 

Development,” and speakers presented examples of the work of 

territorial communities in European countries and Ukraine 

[25]. By that time, four Ukrainian cities had already been 

selected for the experiment at the initiative of German 

colleagues. Its goal was to teach Ukrainians to implement the 

decisions of territorial communities on adjusting the 

planning and improvement of cities at separate stages. 

European examples and the results of such work in Ukraine 

were impressive, any fragment of urban space acquired other 

functions necessary for residents, convenient improvement, 

harmonious compositional solution, attractive design, color 

scheme, uniqueness of small forms. And most importantly, 

during the conference, the mechanism of action of European 

territorial communities in direct contact with city 

administrations regarding changes in urban space was 

presented, during which the city hall takes a position of 

maximum support for the wishes of the population and involves 

all necessary specialists to resolve the issue as accurately 

and quickly as possible. At all stages of implementing the 

changes proposed by the community to the urban space, there 

is constant interaction between representatives of the 

administration and the community's active group, control by 

the active group over the decisions of local authorities and 

control by the group over the actions of specialists who must 
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develop design solutions. Fig. 2 shows a diagram of the 

actions of four participants in the process - residents and 

the asset they have chosen, the city hall and representatives 

of various industries invited by it, necessary to solve a 

specific issue of performing work on behalf of a certain 

temporarily created community. All actions of the city 

administration are caused by the desire to help the 

population, therefore the relationship between the asset, the 

city hall team and specialists is based on control and trust, 

thanks to which the cities acquire updated functions and a 

new appearance.  

 

 
Figure 2 

Scheme of actions of the territorial community and its assets, the city 

administration and invited specialists regarding the reconstruction and 

adjustment of the improvement of the territory in accordance with 

European experience 
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The document entitled “Leipzig Charter. Cities of Europe 

on the Path of Sustainable Development” [25], which was 

mentioned above, was developed back in May 2007 on the 

occasion of the informal meeting of ministers for urban 

development and territorial cohesion in Leipzig, Germany, on 

the basis of “comprehensive and transparent participation of 

representatives of pan-European interests”. It took into 

account “various historical, economic, social and 

environmental aspects in the development of European cities” 

[25, p.3]. At the same time, historical cities of any size 

were considered “as a precious and irreplaceable economic, 

social and cultural heritage”, it was noted that “cities have 

at their disposal unique cultural and architectural objects, 

great capacities for social integration and extraordinary 

chances for economic development” [25, p.4]. The text outlined 

strategies for all authorities at the local, regional, 

national and pan-European levels and recommended that 

European cities develop programs of further action to 

implement their sustainable development. The content of the 

Leipzig Charter ended with words that are the slogan of the 

modern European orientation on sustainable development: 

“Europe needs strong and livable cities and regions!” 

So, let's try to compare the purpose of existence and 

activities of territorial communities in European countries 

and Ukraine, find out the commonalities and differences, and 

also draw conclusions about what we need to learn.  

As noted above, communities in Europe were born as an 

urban culture at the final stage of the feudal economy during 

the transition to the beginnings of capitalist relations, on 

the basis of the urban type of society, consisting of artisans 

and merchants, and manifestations of the specifics of its 

life in the conditions of the improved structure of the feudal 

city. The basis for the orderly urban planning organization 

in planning, development and regulation of its parameters, 

structure of facades and style was the legislation of the 

autonomous city, which was made by the city council elected 

by the population. In Ukraine, the culture of the population's 

life in communities is characteristic of both the city and 

the village. During the times of the Old Russian state during 

the birth of feudal relations at the beginning of the 
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settlement of the Slavs, they built settlements in groups, 

which ensured joint protection from the enemy and mutual 

assistance. The specificity of living in rural areas creates 

the foundations of an agrarian culture, which to this day 

preserves such folk traditions as collective labor in the 

form of a toloka. Urban culture, reflecting the principles of 

a certain democratization, manifests itself during the 

formation of the state of Rus-Ukraine in the form of 

democracy, as a people's council. The basis for the emergence 

of both forms is the people's initiative. 

European practice in the creation of territorial 

communities fosters the idea of equal rights for citizens. 

The actions of the city administration are aimed at organizing 

the orderliness of life and the space of stay of citizens, in 

which the decisions of the community are the main ones, and 

the city hall helps to implement them. The mechanism of 

relations between the representation of power and the people 

has been worked out for a long time and reflects the 

principles of democracy. Given the historical processes and 

the present, the idea of free choice and collective 

implementation prevails in Ukraine. The processes taking 

place in cities and villages can be divided into two parts. 

The first of them is the problems that the people are trying 

to solve without the participation of the administrations, by 

means of toloka such as helping their neighbors, fellow 

villagers and volunteer activities, which acquired a high 

level of organization during the Russian invasion in small 

cities together with the surrounding villages and which covers 

various forms and different segments of the population. The 

second is an attempt to control the actions of the 

authorities, which are not trusted, and to influence their 

decisions. These are trends that originated in ancient times 

in the form of the people's council and exist now in the so-

called "Maidan", when the people not only express indignation 

during meetings, but also insist peacefully, not backing down, 

continuing the tactics of resistance (the events of 2002, 

2004, 2013-14, 2025 in Kyiv are examples of this). 

So, the processes of popular activism in Ukraine are 

spontaneous. At the same time, city and village 

administrations stay aside. They do not officially take part 
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in such actions. They retain the status of being 

representatives of state power and managing public life. This 

trend has been going on since ancient times, and it can be 

assumed that it was born and strengthened due to the long 

occupations of Ukraine by foreigners, who introduced the 

principles of centralization of power into the lives of 

Ukrainians. The USSR, as a union of supposedly free peoples, 

also imposed the same foundations that have not yet completely 

disappeared from public consciousness. As a result, there are 

still no trusting relations between the city hall and the 

people that exist in European cities. Although the laws 

adopted since 1997 clearly define the role and functions of 

territorial communities in Ukraine. Thus, their differences 

from local administrations, where the former “exercise self-

government directly or through local self-government bodies, 

exist on the principles of self-organization, are not 

hierarchically subordinated and are the embodiment of the 

decentralization policy”, and the latter are “local executive 

bodies that are subordinate to higher-level executive bodies, 

their functions are of a state nature (reflect state 

interest)... and are the embodiment of deconcentration, they 

do not have independent rights and powers” [26]. Currently, 

from the point of view of the implementation of activities 

and relations between territorial communities and city halls, 

Ukraine is in a transitional period. Our country is only 

learning democracy. Researchers of political processes claim 

that the system of government in Ukraine today is an autocracy 

with elements of social democratization. 
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territorial communities to restore destroyed cities and 

settlements of any type, and how the experience of territorial 

communities of European cities can be useful in this. 

Conclusions. 1. The historical background, a long period 

of working out the idea, the choice of a democratic path 

through the experience of imperial practice and the 

reactionary nature of political regimes in the first half of 

the 20th century contributed to the consolidation of social 

democratization and the development at the legislative level 

of the implementation of popular proposals for improving the 

urban environment in accordance with the requests of citizens. 

2. In Ukraine, a long period of struggle with the 

occupiers, starting from the 13th century, and life as part 

of the USSR throughout the 20th century, consolidated in the 

minds of the freedom-loving people an antagonistic attitude 

towards the authorities, the independence of their thinking 

and actions, and the perception of responsibility for 

themselves, which made contacts with representatives of the 

authorities impossible. Therefore, most often the leadership 

imposed its decision on the people. 

3. In 1991, Ukraine chose the path to the country's 

independence, chose for itself an orientation towards the 

life and activities of European peoples, and tried to form 

territorial communities as centers of social democratization. 

But the internal struggle of the oligarchy in the conditions 

of inaction of the antimonopoly law, the war started by the 

Russian Federation to preserve its role as a dictator in 

relation to our country, and attempts by any means to swallow 

the territories of Ukraine, slow down the processes of 

spreading democracy. Today, to our great regret, self-

government in Ukraine does not work in unity with the 

authorities. However, taking into account the natural 

resilience of our people, their hardening in the historical 

course of a long struggle, and their inexhaustible love of 

freedom, let us hope for victory not only over the enemy, but 

also for the achievement of true democracy, which will 

inevitably be reflected in urban planning and architecture! 
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