Proceedings of the 9th International
Scientific and Practical Conference

«Scientific Goals and Purposes NO

in XXI Century» 276

(December 19-20, 2025).

Seattle, USA INTeRCONF

SdenTIFc PUbLEHNG CenTen

PEDAGOGY AND EDUCATION

“ DOI 10.51582/interconf.19-20.12.2025.006

Heydar Aliyev's policy in the development
of education in the early years of our
independence

Valibayova Zoya'

! PhD in Pedagogy, Associate Professor;
Azerbaijan State Pedagogical University; Republic Azerbaijan

Abstract.

The modern independent Republic of Azerbaijan is the work of Heydar Aliyev. The general
national leader of our people rendered exceptional services in the development, formation
and establishment of our national education at the level of world standards. Great successes
in the economic, political and cultural spheres 1in developed countries, including
Azerbaijan, were possible precisely thanks to science and education. After Azerbaijan gained
independence, the unparalleled activities and services of our great leader Heydar Aliyev
were instrumental in raising the educational, cultural and intellectual level of the people,
and in the assimilation of national and human values. Our great leader Heydar Aliyev paid
special attention to the development of education from the early years of the independence
of the Republic of Azerbaijan. He consistently cared for the development of our education.
He set a task for educators, pedagogues and teachers to pay special attention to the study
of world experience in this field. Even in the early days of our independence, our great
leader Heydar Aliyev said: "Azerbaijan, as a state, is trying to use the experience of all
countries of the world, especially Western countries, and this experience should be used to
improve education."
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The historical experience of world civilization shows
that heads of state who place high wvalue on science,
education, and culture not only ensure the economic and
cultural development of their countries, but also make a great
contribution to world culture. In this sense, the care and
attention that Heydar Aliyev showed to the development of
national education has always been distinguished by its
uniqueness.

Heydar Aliyev, the founder of the modern Azerbaijani
state, took special care of the development of science and
education at all stages of state administration, thinking
first of all about the intellectual future of our people.

World-famous politician and far-sighted statesman Heydar
Aliyev highly appreciated the role of education in the
country's progress and initiated fundamental reforms in this
field. He determined the development directions of
Azerbaijani education with the provisions he put forward in
his programmatic speeches and speeches. Heydar Aliyev's
services in the field of development of Azerbaijani education
went mainly in two directions:

1. Heydar Aliyev's theoretical ideas and instructions on
the development of education.

2. Heydar Aliyev's practical work in the construction of
national education and the development of various fields of
education.

Our great leader Heydar Aliyev made exceptional services
in raising the educational, cultural and intellectual level
of the Azerbaijani people. Heydar Aliyev said: "If every state
wants to ensure the development of its country, to bring the
science and culture of its nation to world standards, it must
definitely, more than anything else, pay attention to
education, strive for the development of education, and create
all opportunities for education. Education is the future of
the nation.”™ This brilliant saying of the great leader Heydar
Aliyev - “Education is the future of the nation” - is aimed
at the survival, development and progress of the nation as a
nation. Without education, a nation cannot move forward and
cannot be formed as an independent nation and becomes a slave
to other nations. Our brilliant leader said this knowing this
very well. Education is the future of the nation and the
foundation of an independent state. The brilliant

This work is distributed under the terms of the Creative
6 O Commons Attribution—-ShareAlike 4.0 International License
(https-//creativecommons.org/licenses/by—sa/4.0/).



Proceedings of the 9th International
Scientific and Practical Conference
«Scientific Goals and Purposes NO
in XXI Century» 276

(December 19-20, 2025).
Seattle, USA INTERCONF

SdenTIFc PUbLEHNG CenTen

PEDAGOGY AND EDUCATION

personalities who have left an indelible mark on human history
have risen to the rank of genius precisely thanks to science
and education.

When Heydar Aliyev spoke about the development of
Azerbaijani education, we should base our conceptual idea on
his speech at the 11th Congress of Azerbaijani Teachers held
in 1998, which was: “.that period was a very important period
for the enlightenment and education of our people. We must
appreciate it, never forget it. We must give a true and fair
assessment of our history.”

At the 11th Congress, the head of state Heydar Aliyev
delivered a broad and profound speech. Explaining the aspects
of his activity related to education, the national leader
highly appreciated the work of teachers and emphasized that
care and attention to the pedagogical field will be further
increased in the coming years.

One of the main tasks of educational institutions is to
ensure that every young citizen of Azerbaijan is a patriot.
The ultimate goal of educational reforms should be to educate
true Azerbaijani patriots who have deep and comprehensive
knowledge, high professionalism and culture, are loyal to the
roots of our people, the ideas of democracy and national
independence, and love their homeland and nation. To achieve
this, education and upbringing must be renewed in content
based on national and universal values.

In a period that was not really great during the years of
independence, Azerbaijan achieved great success in the field
of science and education, as well as in other fields. gained
and integrated into world science and education.

The adoption of the 1992 Education Law, the introduction
of a test method for admission to higher and secondary
specialized schools, and the fight against bias and negative
situations laid the foundation for important innovations in
the improvement of education and enlightenment. The education
system 1is gradually improving, and decisions and orders
adopted at the state level in the field of education created
an incentive to reveal the high knowledge potential of young
people and to apply new standards and methods.

One of the most serious problems in the secondary
education system of the Republic of Azerbaijan was, of course,
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school construction, repair and equipment of secondary
schools. Thanks to the Order of our great leader, the caring
patron of Azerbaijani education, dated October 4, 2002, on
"Strengthening the material and technical base of secondary
schools of the Republic of Azerbaijan" and the special program
developed by that Order, school buildings in accordance with
world standards began to be built in Azerbaijan.

Heydar Aliyev admitted in one of his speeches that “in
1979, 1980, 1981, school buildings were built in Azerbaijan
to accommodate 35 thousand students every year. This meant
the construction of approximately 50-60 school buildings in
one year. This was at a time when the number of schools had
increased significantly.”

Indeed, in those years, as a result of Heydar Aliyev’s
far-sighted policy, 680 comprehensive schools with a capacity
of more than 350 thousand students were built and put into
operation. The number of preschool educational institutions
increased from 1600 to 1875. This process was continued later.

In September 2002, while visiting school number 275 in
Surakhani district, Heydar Aliyev said about the construction
of the school, "I declare today that in the near future I
will put forward my proposals on serious measures related to
the construction of schools in Azerbaijan, providing them
with modern equipment, and repairing them." And not long
after, in the same year, an order was signed on strengthening
the material and technical base of secondary schools. This
order led to a serious turnaround in the creation of learning
conditions and a learning environment in schools. As a result
of Heydar Aliyev's hard work and care, the educational
material base and staffing of secondary schools were
strengthened in the 1970s and early 1980s, and with the
decision "On the transition to free use of textbooks by
students of secondary schools" signed by him in 1978, The
provision of textbooks to secondary school students has been
introduced free of charge. As a result of Heydar Aliyev's
personal initiative and care from the first vyears of
independence, the 1issue of free provision of textbooks to
students of grades I-IV has been restored since the 1995-96
academic year.

One of the important directions in the early years of
independence was the determination of minimum state standards
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at all levels of education. In this regard, the severity of
the curriculum, teaching 1load, and excessive burden of
subjects 1in secondary schools caused serious concern.
Therefore, the reforms carried out in the field of education
paid special attention to this level of education.

During the period when great leader Heydar Aliyev led
Azerbaijan during the Soviet era, the Azerbaijani language
was raised to the state level. The hours for teaching the
Azerbaijani language in secondary schools were significantly
increased, the quality of teaching improved, and the multi-
volume "Modern Azerbaijani Language" books on the study of
the Azerbaijani language were written.

During the period of independence, the "Modern
Azerbaijani Language" prepared for higher schools The
awarding of the textbook "language" to the Azerbaijan State
Prize, along with the high appreciation given to the work of
scholars studying the mother tongue, was actually a clear
example of increasing the prestige of our mother tongue.

The language policy developed and implemented by the
National Leader of the Azerbaijani people Heydar Aliyev was
an integral part of his state-building policy. Returning to
power in 1993, the Great Leader, under the slogan "It is the
language that preserves the nationality of the nation,"™ gave
the experience of approaching the issue of the mother tongue
at a new level - the level required by the building of an
independent state. In the Constitution adopted in 1995, the
Azerbaijani language was established at the level of the Law
as one of the symbols of our statehood. The decree "On
improving the application of the state language" signed by
Heydar Aliyev in 2001 was a historically significant political
event that paved the way for the establishment of the
Azerbaijani language as the state language in all state and
non-governmental organizations and in all institutions.

As the Great Leader said: "Every nation's nationality,
spiritual It is its language that keeps its values alive and
develops them”. Generations educate, train, and spiritually
develop each other precisely through language. Therefore,
language is the identity of the nation, the existence of the
nation.

On September 30, 2002, the “Azerbaijani Republic” law
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approved by the National Leader Heydar Aliyev The Law on the
State Language of the Republic of Azerbaijan regulates the
status of the Azerbaijani language as the state language in
our country in accordance with our Constitution. According to
the Decree signed by Heydar Aliyev on August 9, 2001, the
celebration of August 1 every year as the Day of the
Azerbaijani Alphabet and the Azerbaijani Language 1in our
country is a significant and important event in our language
history.

Great Leader Heydar Aliyev created such historical
conditions and such a foundation for the progress of our
native language that we believe that the language policy laid
by him will continue successfully forever.

Starting from the 70s of the last century, serious reforms
began to be implemented in the education system under the
leadership of Heydar Aliyev. The decisions adopted in 1972
“On completing the transition of young people to general
secondary education and further developing comprehensive
schools” and in 1973 “On further improving the working
conditions of rural comprehensive schools” created a serious
turn towards development in the field of education. Great
Leader Heydar Aliyev He practically implemented important
measures to develop the mother tongue, which is the basis of
Azerbaijaniness. Our national leader knew well that in order
to instill national and spiritual values in the people, it is
first of all necessary to return and make them love their own
language. Despite the fact that Russian was the state
language, the great leader made all his official speeches in
Azerbaijani at that time, and this was also required of all
senior officials. Back in 1978, when the draft Constitution
of the Azerbaijan SSR was adopted, the establishment and
preservation of the Azerbaijani language as the mother tongue
in this supreme document was precisely due to the great
personality's loyalty to the national ideology. Let us not
forget that this fact also testified to the great courage of
our great leader under the pressure of totalitarian ideology.
23 years after this event, that is, on October 17, 2001, at
a solemn ceremony dedicated to the 10th anniversary of the
state independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the great
personality would say in his speech:

“I remember, In 1978, when we included an article in the
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Constitution of Azerbaijan stating that the Azerbaijani
language is the state language, how many tricks were played
on us from Moscow, how much pressure was exerted. But we
withstood this pressure.” Heydar Aliyev’s 3-volume “Modern
Azerbaijani Language!” published in the 1970s. The awarding
of a state award to his textbook, the increase in the number
of scientific publications in the native language, and the
support for conducting scientific research and studies in
this language were also related to the aforementioned point
- the main issue of national identity.

Heydar Aliyev 1is a great personality who left a bright
and indelible mark on the history and destiny of the
Azerbaijani people, a great statesman distinguished by his
intelligence, innate talent, and statesmanship thinking. He
brilliantly determined the path of progress and development
of Azerbaijan as a state and Azerbaijanis as a nation,
developed the conceptual foundations of our national-
spiritual values, independent statehood, and gave impetus to
the rise of the national spirit and national ideology by
destroying the framework of dogmatic old stereotypes.

One of Heydar Aliyev's greatest contributions to the
development of education was the orientation of our youth to
military work and the creation of an officer corps consisting
of Azerbaijanis. For this purpose, Heydar Aliyev played a
very important role in the opening of a secondary specialized
military school in Baku in the early 70s. Graduates of this
school went to wvarious Higher Military Schools of the USSR
education was to grow up as qualified officers. When our lands
were occupied by Armenians in the 1990s, those officers fought
for the freedom of our lands and played a decisive role in
the creation of an independent Azerbaijani army.
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