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Abstract. 
Creative combination of mastered lexical units and correct use of free word combinations in 

the process of written and oral speech in order to implement the communicative goal of 

teaching foreign languages in higher specialized schools are among the complex problems 

existing in the field of foreign language teaching methodology. The problem of instilling 

in students the norms of word combinations in a foreign language and the laws existing in 

this field is a rather urgent problem, since it has not yet been fully resolved in the 

methodology of teaching foreign languages, including English. In this regard, it is 

absolutely clear that it is impossible to acquire adequate speaking skills in a foreign 

language without acquiring the ability to freely and creatively combine words in the speech 

process. Teaching the vocabulary of the English language is a complex and important issue, 

being one of the problems of particular importance. It can be said that the effectiveness 

of the language teaching process directly depends on the solution of the problem in question. 

The vast majority of difficulties encountered by students when teaching the lexical aspect 

of oral speech in a foreign language are related to the differences between the systems of 

the foreign language being taught and the students' native language. For this reason, 

special attention should be paid to the differences in the lexical systems of the two 

languages in the process of teaching a foreign language.  
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As is known, the possibilities of combining words can 

also be treated as a synonym for the concept of valence. Here, 

the concept of valence should be understood as the ability of 

a word to be realized in a sentence in certain ways and to 

enter into certain combinations with other words. 

It should be noted that some researchers interpret valence 

more broadly, taking into account both its potential and 

realization possibilities, in other words, language and 

speech factors. According to another existing idea, valence 

and word combination possibilities can be considered as two 

aspects of the same phenomenon. In this case, “valence is 

considered as all possible possibilities of a word, and word 

combination possibilities are considered as the realization 

of potential relations of a word in the speech process.” 

As L.V.Sherba noted, during the combination of words, not 

the sum of meanings, but the law of combination of meanings 

that give new meanings is of greater importance. 

Word combination is perceived by researchers as a result 

of the possibilities of word combination and is included in 

the process of word combination. When studying the linguistic 

nature of free word combinations, it is also necessary to 

note the expediency of a dichotomous approach to the analysis 

of these combinations, as proposed by V.G.Gak. The approach 

in question consists in revealing a number of parameters that 

characterize different levels of the features of the harmony 

of word combinations. These parameters include the adjacency 

of concepts, the possibilities of combining words that form 

a word combination, as well as the nature and mutual 

connection of these words. 

Word combinations are understood as the combination of a 

core word with another word or words on the basis of 

grammatical unity. The core of a word combination is a 

component of the combination to which all other components of 

the word combination are subordinate. 

All word combinations in the English language are divided 

into verb (call on smb), noun (a newspaper article; a story-

writer), and adjective (free from smth) combinations, 

depending on whether the main (core) word belongs to one or 

another part of speech. 

As the initial linguistic “conditions” (A.V. Kunin) that 
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form the basis of free word combinations, our study took as 

a basis the fact that the possibilities of combining words 

are a process, and word combinations have certain shades of 

meaning as a result of that process. The problem of 

distinguishing free word combinations from fixed word 

combinations and their differentiation from phraseological 

units was interpreted according to the principle proposed by 

A.V. Kunin. At the same time, the structural-semantic 

classification of phraseological units, the semantic features 

of words that can be combined, and the options for combining 

free word combinations were taken into account. 

The concept is a generalized knowledge of the genus, 

class, and category of objects, united on the basis of 

identifying more typical features to one degree or another. 

Such generalized knowledge is a manifestation of reality, 

objects, and phenomena that exist independently of us. The 

concept is characterized as a long-term “result of social 

development” and can be understood as a “result of a long-

term cognitive process.” 

The strong connection between the concept and the word 

also determines the general essence of the problem of the 

interaction between language and thinking. Since concepts in 

different languages are expressed by different linguistic 

means, when teaching a foreign language This problem becomes 

more pronounced when learning or teaching a foreign language. 

When learning or teaching a foreign language, it is 

necessary to find an adequate word in a foreign language to 

express concepts that have already been formed using native 

language tools. The world of things is adequately reflected 

in people's minds, but the methods and means of expressing 

the world of things are different. Since concepts are 

expressed through words, the combination properties of words 

in different languages are also different. Some features of 

certain objects for one nation may be of little importance 

for another. 

Thus, if we compare the concepts expressed by the words 

"clock" and "watch" in English with the main features of the 

concept expressed by the word "saat" in Azerbaijani, we will 

see that in Azerbaijani the word "saat" means a device, 

mechanism that serves to determine and measure time throughout 
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the day, regardless of its size and characteristics, while in 

English the word "watch" means "a small timepiece to be 

carried in a pocket or worn on the wrist" (gol, jib saatı). 

The English word “clock” means “an instrument for measuring 

and showing the time (hanging, standing)” – a wall, table 

clock. As can be seen, the most noticeable feature of the 

Azerbaijani word “clock” is the device itself that serves to 

determine the time, and the size of that device does not play 

any role. However, the English attach great importance to the 

other features of the device in question, as well as the size 

of the watch, when approaching the concept expressed by the 

word “watch”. The main features of the word “Watch” are “small 

watch, pocket watch, wristwatch”, and the main feature of the 

word “clock” is “big watch”. 

In addition to determining the shades of meaning of the 

word combination, the approach to meaning as “semantic-

conceptual correspondence reflecting the connections and 

relationships existing between the features of the reality 

surrounding us” allows for the determination of the 

relationships between concepts that are connected to each 

other. The reflection of the connections and relationships 

that the world of objects contains independently of us in 

concepts is possible thanks to “meaning relationships”. 

Meaning relationships are related to the subjective and 

objective plan of the expression of reality. Meaning 

relationships of the subjective plan express the speaker’s 

subjective-personal attitude to real reality. Such 

relationships mainly include determining relationships, 

especially evaluative relationships. The initial 

psychological conditions for teaching free word combinations 

are: determining the concept, revealing its scope and content, 

understanding the relationships between objects related to 

real reality (inter-conceptual - meaning relationships) and 

the development of Approximate Bases of Activity (FBA) for 

teaching word combinations in English on their basis. 

It should be noted that in order to correctly understand 

the meaning of a word, a student must have a clear idea of 

what concept (or concepts) this or that word expresses. 

Thus, revealing the initial psychological conditions for 

the possibilities of combining words requires considering 
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free word combinations in three directions: considering free 

word combinations as an object of thought, analyzing “meaning 

relationships”, the features of their formation in the native 

and foreign language. As a result of the analysis, the 

psychological foundations of teaching free word combinations 

in English were developed. 

The methodological typology of word combinations for 

teaching free word combinations at foreign language faculties 

was developed by T.N. Lyapina and E.F. Ivanova. The 

methodological typology created taking into account 

intralingual and interlingual interference of word 

combinations was implemented by E.F. Ivanova. Both authors, 

taking into account internal interference In the acquisition 

of words and word combinations, they are divided into 2 

groups. The first group includes words and word combinations 

whose use does not coincide with the already acquired 

phenomena of the English language due to certain rules. These 

word combinations include word combinations whose acquisition 

difficulties are related to the processing of various 

sentences denoting action (to arrive in, at; to leave for) 

(group 1). The author attributes word combinations that are 

semantically incompatible to word combinations whose 

acquisition difficulties are explained by interlingual 

interference (group 2). 

As for the comparative studies conducted in English and 

Azerbaijani languages, it is necessary to emphasize the works 

of Z.N. Verdiyeva, N.A. Alekperova and O.I. Musayev. Thus, 

Z.N. Verdiyeva conducted a comparative analysis of the 

semantic combinatorics of adjectives in modern English and 

Azerbaijani languages, and examined the common and different 

aspects here. N.A. Alekperova studied the word combinations 

denoting the concept of “work, labor” in modern English and 

Azerbaijani languages and conducted a semantic analysis of 

word combinations. The results obtained indicate that 

Azerbaijani students learning English may encounter p It 

creates the opportunity to program problems and difficulties 

in advance and thus prevent them, eliminate the negative 

impact of the native language. 

Determining a system of purposeful exercises for teaching 

free word combinations acts as a necessary factor. Since it 
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is possible to judge about such a system of exercises only by 

looking at the exercises in existing textbooks, the materials 

of the main textbooks were analyzed in the dissertation. The 

“Cutting-Edge” textbook, which has been used in the language 

faculties of AUL for several years, can be considered a step 

towards instilling in students the ability to use language 

and speech units that need to be mastered in various 

situations. However, when organizing the process of 

developing the ability to use free word combinations in 

English among students, it is revealed that they do not 

correspond to the goals set. As for the tasks and exercises 

in the textbook, they do not meet the program requirements 

both in terms of quantity and quality. An analysis of English 

textbooks intended for lower courses of foreign language 

faculties revealed the absence of a purposeful teaching system 

for word combinations in general, and for free word 

combinations in particular. a system of tasks designed in 

stages should be created. 

As a methodological approach to teaching free word 

combinations, an approach to the problem from the position of 

the formation of speech reasoning, taking into account the 

psychophysical nature of the formation of the combinatorics 

phenomenon, as well as the disclosure of concepts expressed 

by foreign language words, comes to the fore. Theoretical 

analysis of the problem of word combinations helps to 

determine, first of all, the linguistic foundations of word 

combinations, the initial psychological conditions for 

teaching free word combinations, as well as the methodological 

approach to teaching the concept in question. 

Thus, the initial methodological conditions for teaching 

free word combinations are: using a communicative block as a 

teaching unit, expanding the blocks at the expense of verb 

word combinations based on the formation of the FTD of 

students on combining words in English. 
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